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Chalmers Memorial Church Newsletter 
Autumn 2019 

Our Minister 
Rev Robin N Allison  

Braemar Villa,  
2 Links Road,  

Port Seton  
01875 812225 

rallison@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 
 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 
Thanks to all who have contributed to this issue 

of the Church Newsletter. The next issue will be 

available on  

Sunday 8th December 2019.  

Articles for this edition should be with me by  

Sunday 24th November 2019.  

If you would like to E-Mail news you can 

contact me:  

chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com  

Sheila Bulloch 

 

mailto:rallison@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com
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Thanks 

Cathy Rintoul would like to say a huge thank you for all those who 

helped when she became unwell in church recently and to all those 

who called with good wishes. Thanks also for the church flowers.  

Thank you so much for the lovely flowers, your love and prayers, we 

very much appreciated them. The Quin Family 
 
 
 
 
.  
 

 

 

Christmas day can be hard 
time for some, for any number 
of reasons. Perhaps you will be 
on your own, or find it difficult   
for you and your family 
members. Why don’t you 
spend some of the day with 
us, then? 
 

On Christmas Day we will be serving a three course 

Christmas lunch at 12 noon for 12.30 until 2.30pm. This 
will be our gift, so there will be no cost to you. You will 
find an invitation with this newsletter: please complete 
and return it if you wish to join us. 
 

In order to ensure a successful lunch, we need people 
to help us with a number of tasks, such as: setting out 
tables and chairs, laying tables, preparing the food, 
providing transport if necessary, serving at tables, 
acting as hosts to welcome and interact with diners, 
to clear and wash-up and tidy the hall. If you are able 
to help in any way, even if it’s only for half an hour or 
so, please let Moyra Kaminski, Julia Allison or Joyce 
Buchanan know as soon as you can. 

 

Session Section - October 2019 
What a busy summer it has been! But not a holiday for 
the church, going by the many reports received at the 
September Kirk Session meeting about continuing work 
done by the various committees and groups, for which 
thanks were noted. 
 

I advise the result of one item of discussion which has 
concerned some members of the congregation, and 
justifies clarification.  The Session agreed minor 
alterations to the church Hall Let Terms and Conditions 
which previously noted a strict ‘No Alcohol’ clause.   
 

The Baird Trust advised us four years ago that this 
restriction on the use of the building had been lifted.  No 
amendment was made at this time.  After receiving a 
request from an outside organisation to supply a glass of 
wine at their summer event – already booked to take 
place in the church – the Session deliberated and agreed 
to this with specific conditions of our own applied.  After 
much debate, it has now been unanimously agreed that 
there will continue to be no alcohol at church arranged 
events.  For ‘outside organisations’, however, it was 
agreed – on a majority decision – that a revised wording 
of our Hall Let Terms and Conditions will now say: ‘NO 
Alcohol is allowed on church premises unless with prior 
agreement at time of booking, dependant on context and 
fully at the discretion of the Kirk Session.’   
 

You may note the wording is not encouraging such 
application, but taking into account regular discussions 
about how to draw people from the community into our 
church environment, the intention is not to put ‘barriers’ 
up with a blanket-ban on alcohol, but to give opportunity 
to explain our position should an application not be 
granted by the Kirk Session after discussion.  
 

Thanks to all those who contributed to this full debate 
over the last two meetings.      

       Mary Gordon, Session Clerk 

 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/chalmersmemorial
mailto:KidsKirk@chalmerschurch.co.uk
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Build relationships 

Community Outreach 

Communication 

Lack of families 

Listening to the Community; 

➢ Organise a series of meetings (lunch or coffee) with local GP, Health 

Visitor, Social Worker, Headteacher, Community Association, reps from 

other churches, etc.  to LISTEN to what is needed in the community. 

➢ Devise a questionnaire entitled “How can we help?”  

Build relationships 

Community Outreach 

Communication 

Lack of families 

IT/Social Media/Communication; 

➢ Hold a Social Media Workshop on how to use it, how to stay safe online 

etc. to overcome fears. Ask High School to help with this.  

➢ Record services and distribute.  

➢ Make more use of the screen at beginning of services by highlighting 

upcoming events and use thought-provoking sayings and poems or 

video clips. 

➢ Include a 5-minute update from a Youth / Child Reporter after every 

Kids/Youth Kirk. 

Build relationships 

Community Outreach 

Communication 

Lack of families 

Support for parents; 

➢ Following conversations with the Headteacher, ask for space to provide 

refreshments for parents as they wait for their older children to come out 

of school. Alternatively, if no space available, provide it from your hall. 

➢ Start one day a week and build up.  

➢ Also, advertise babysitting / substitute grandparents available. 

 

Build relationships 

Community Outreach 

Communication 

Lack of families 

Discipleship – more 

support & listening for 

God’s vision 

 

 Alpha Course; 

➢ Consider running an Alpha Course, perhaps alongside a Youth Alpha on 

the same evening. All eat together than split up into age groups.  

➢ Also investigate Discipleship Explored or the new Discipleship Course 

launched this week by C of S. 

➢ Meet in a local pub to discuss faith issues informally or start a Men’s Curry 

Club or Pasta Club. 

 

Build relationships 

Community Outreach 

Communication 

Lack of families 

More support 

 

 Expand Praise Nights; 

➢ Move the night of the Praise Nights to a Friday or Saturday evening.  

➢ Have a buffet meal and include short video clips.  

➢ Invite Presbytery, local Christian groups and the whole community. 

 

Stewardship Conference 31st August 2019 

The conference, was facilitated by Margot Robertson and Fiona Penny (Stewardship Consultants) and 26 
members of the Kirk Session and wider congregation attended. In small groups attendees were asked to 
highlight the ‘Stepping Stone’ moments in our church – the good times, celebrations and times when 
wonderful things happened to further God’s Kingdom. We were able to highlight over twenty things that have 

happened, indeed some of which are still happening, in our church over the last couple of years or so.  

Everyone was then invited to identify the current challenges within the church. We were invited to prioritise 
these ‘Stumbling Blocks’ to identify what the main themes and priorities emerging from this exercise were. 

Margo and Fiona produced a report, with the recommendations below. 

Turning Stumbling Blocks Into Stepping Stones: 

Identified Stumbling Blocks                                Suggestions on how we might turn this into a Stepping Stone 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are now presented with a number of challenges, which have been discussed by the Stewardship 
Committee. As a result, we identified the first two groups above, “Listening to the Community” and 
“IT/Social Media/Communication” as the areas we should concentrate on first; endorsed by the Kirk Session. 
                   George Smith. Stewardship Convenor 
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Sunday 24th November 

10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – Ian Bulloch 

11.00 a.m. Morning Worship 

6.15p.m. Evening Worship 

 

Sunday 1st December – 1st in Advent 

10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – Duncan Morgan 

11.00 a.m. Morning Worship 

 

Sunday 8th December – 2nd in Advent 

10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship  

– George Smith 

11.00 a.m. Morning Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR WORSHIP 
Rev Robin Allison will conduct worship unless otherwise stated. 

 
 

 

Services and Meetings 
Sunday 

10:15 a.m.   All-age Worship (in Hall)  

11.00 a.m.   Morning Worship  

  6:15 p.m.   Evening Worship (as advertised)  

6-7.30pm Youth Kirk (3rd Sunday of month) (Sept – June) 
 

Monday   

2.30 p.m. The Guild (Oct - March) 
 

Tuesday  

10.00 a.m.   Chalmers Ramblers Walking Group 

  7.30 p.m. Prayer Meeting   
 

 
10.30-11.30a.m. Chalmers Crafters (1st of month) 

1.30 – 3pm    Indoor Curling (1st & last of month) 

1.30 – 3pm    Get Together (2nd of month) 

12-2p.m.     Lunches (3rd of month) 

10a.m – 12noon Coffee Time (last of month) 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday – Evening Activities  

5 – 6 p.m.    1st Port Seton Rainbows (Sept. - June) 

6:30 p.m.    Boys Brigade –  

 - 7:45p.m   {Anchor boys and Junior Section 

       {Company Section (Sept. - June) 

8.00p.m.    Badminton Group 
 

Thursday      

5:15 – 6:15p.m. 1st Cockenzie Rainbows } 

6:30 – 8 p.m.    2nd Port Seton Brownies}  

(Sept. - June) 

Friday     

10 - 10.45a.m. Stretch and Strength Exercise Class 

 

 

Saturday       

8.00 – 9.15a.m   Prayer Breakfast (last of month)   

10am-12noon Kids Kirk (3rd Sat of month)  

(Sept – June)  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Sunday 20th October 

10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – God’s Zoo – Tom Gordon 

11.00 a.m. Morning Worship – Rev Tom Gordon 

 

Sunday 27th October 

10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – Colin Sutherland 

11.00 a.m. Morning Worship with Sacrament of   

          HOLY COMMUNION.  

6.15p.m. Evening Worship 

 

Sunday 3rd November 

10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – Anne Sutherland 

11.00 a.m. Morning Worship 

 

Sunday 10th November (NO 10.15am SERVICE) 

10.50 a.m. Service at War Memorial 

11.15 a.m. (approx.)    

          Remembrance Service  
 

Sunday 17th November 

10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship – God’s Zoo – Amanda Johnston 

11.00 a.m. Morning Worship 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINISTER  SESSION CLERK     HALL LETS 

Rev Robin Allison   Mrs Mary Gordon    Mrs Dorothy Tervit 

Tel: 812225    Tel: 812262      Tel: 898937 

TREASURER     ACCESS to the HALL contact   BEADLE 

Mr Ian Bulloch     Mr Tom Donaldson    VACANCY 

Tel: 852717    Tel: 812023     Tel:  

FLOWER CONVENER  ORGANIST        

Mrs Lyn Marshall   Mrs Pamela Zenati      
Tel:  814265    Tel: 813641       

       Please recycle this newsletter and care for the earth as God intended  

SC004630 Cockenzie and Port Seton: Chalmers Memorial Parish Church (Church of Scotland) 'Scottish Charity'. www.chalmerschurch.co.uk   

 
 

http://www.chalmerschurch.co.uk/

